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Why are we here today?
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Reality + Audit + EU

• Reality is rapidly changing and is becoming digital.

• We need to understand reality in order to audit it.

• We are all part of the EU and we try to benefit from this
• ECA as an EU institution 
• SAIs as public bodies in the EU Member States 



What can we do ?
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We can foster cooperation of EU SAIs on Technology and Innovation for Audit (TINA)

Remember: Public administrations of EU Member States can both use and influence the EU context.

We can join forces (Network) using knowledge, creativity and technology …
… to innovate in auditing the changing reality… 
… leveraging tools and collaboration conditions that are specific for EU Member States…
…. within the specific EU institutional, policy and regulatory context.



Common context…

• GDPR regulation 
• Public Sector Information directives
• Taxation
• Common Agricultural policy
• Structural Funds
• Eurozone
• Research funding programmes
• Infrastructure development programmes
• Talinn declaration on e-government 
• European Blockchain Partnership
• ….. 
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…and EU services and capabilities that we can use

Digital Service Infrastructures available through 
the Connecting Europe Facility
https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/CEF+Digital+Home
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https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/CEF+Digital+Home


An example from CEF 
that you can already use

Automatic translation

Page 6

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/Get+started+eTranslation

…and EU services and capabilities that we can use

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/Get+started+eTranslation


An example from CEF 
tunder development with Member States

EBSI (European Blockchain 
Services Infrastructure)
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…and EU services and capabilities that we can use

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/ebsi

Blockchain for Audit
EU SAIs network, led by ECA

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/ebsi


Interoperability Solutions for public Administrations programme (ISA)
https://ec.europa.eu/isa2/home_en
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…and EU services and capabilities that we can use

https://ec.europa.eu/isa2/home_en


An example from ISA2 

Joinup collaborative platform 
for e-Government professionals
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/
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…and EU services and capabilities that we can use

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/


EU Survey
free tool to create and run 
your own survey 
in 23 official languages
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https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/

…and EU services and capabilities that we can use

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/


European 
Media 

Monitor
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https://emm.newsbrief.eu/

…and EU services and capabilities that we can use



Reality+Audit = it’s all about data…
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Skills

Tools Data

Questions

Recruit
Learn

Embed
in Audit

Toolbox Data
Store

External

Internal

Open 
Source

Commercial Proprietary

Open 
and  free

Policy

Audit



The ECALab

Created in 2017 as a step towards establishing data services tailored for audit, the ECALab is: 

with different job profiles 
and having personal 
interest in big data, data 
analytics, text mining, 
visualisation, machine 
learning, etc. 

equipped with "up-cycled" 
IT equipment such as 
servers and laptops 
where tools can be tested 
in real life conditions 

to share knowledge and 
ideas on technologies for 
audit 

where they can come to 
ask for advice, share 
ideas and search for 
solutions to problems or 
questions they have 

with books and people 
who are available to 
explain



The future …

Impossible to predict impact of emerging technologies 
We need to be prepared
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Reality + Audit + EU = TINA



Policy and practitioners from the European Commission
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Practitioners from the EU Supreme Audit Institutions

Discuss, Share, Network



ECA Open data decision: 16 April 2019

https://www.eca.europa.eu/

Article 4 - General Principles 

The ECA shall ensure that documents are made 
available for reuse: 
a) by all; 
b) without the need for an individual application; 
c) free of charge; 
d) for commercial or non-commercial purposes.

https://www.eca.europa.eu/
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